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 Chancery 
Sampler Socks for "on the day of judgment" by Heatherly Walker 

 
Tactile Fiber Arts Sierra Sock in Tangerine 

US2  for a gauge of 8spi in cable pattern 
Amber Beads 8/0 

Sizes: S 7.5", M 8.5", L 10" 
Inspired by the Charles Dickens Book Bleak House. Chancery court was known for its stagnant procedures. It ate up the lives of those 
involved. Every one waited for the day there would be a final judgment in their case and they could move on with their lives. 

 

CUFF 
Using a long tail cast on, CO 54, 63, 72 stitches, loosely.  Join in the round, being careful not to twist.  
Work  6 rounds in [ k1,p2] ribbing. Two additional ribbing rows will be worked on the first chart. 
 

LEG 
Work chart repeat 3, 4, 5 times around leg. 
 

Miss Flite's Bird Cages and Old Finery 
Miss Flite is a harmless maiden, although she is quite past her youth. Once she was a beautiful ward of Chancery, she faithfully 

comes to her about her case (not as famous as Jarndyce and Jarndyce) and has been waiting ever so long for her "Day of Judgment". 
Her clothes were once fine, now are care worn. Her documents so vital to her case have disappeared over the years and now her 
bundle contains lavender and scraps. Over the years Miss Finch has collected small birds, with eccentric and sometimes insightful 
names: Hope, Joy, Youth, Peace, Rest, Life, Dust, Ashes, Waste, Want, Ruin, Despair, Madness, Death, Cunning, Folly, Words, Wigs, 

Rags, Sheepskin, Plunder, Precedent, Jargon, Gammon, and Spinach, and she adds two more birds called the Wards in Jarndyce... The 
birds shall be freed from their cages of course on the "Day of Judgment". 

 

 
 

Richard Carstone's Regimentals 
When we are introduced to Rick, he is bright and shining full of hope and ready for a new adventure away from school books. As an 
orphan in that time, I wonder if his school was anything like the ones we see in Jane Eyre or if he is just overjoyed to no longer have 
to study. He is brought to a lovely home and has new friends, but falls in with the wrong crowd. His guardian, John Jarndyce, wants 

to protect the wards from the world but introduces them, to Rick's demise, to his friend Mr. Skimpole. Although Rick wants to shout 
his love for Ada to the world, he cannot let go of the Chancery case for a happy and simple life with her. Twists, turns & an army 

commission, only further drains his financial standing. It is a  bit like watching a full time student go through multiple majors, blow 
off classes and expect someone to just continue to foot the bill. You desperately want Rick to grow up, choose a path, and to love 

Ada Clare more than an elusive fortune. 

Lateral braid: Before the first stitch of the next round, M1 stitch. Place this stitch back on to the left needle. [In the 
second stitch on the left needle (not the one just made) knit thru the back loop. Knit in the front of the first stitch.  



Both Stitches off Left needle. Of the two stitches now on the right needle, place the stitch on the left back onto the left 
hand needle.] Repeat this process all the way around cuff. You will have 1 extra stitch at the end of the round. Pass this 
stitch over  the first stitch of the round to decrease. 

Small, Large                                         Medium 

 
 
Lateral Braid-repeat as above 

Ada Clare 
She is what every Victorian era woman aspires to goodness, beauty, purity, and honor. Ada is our paragon of virtue. This however 

will not bring her happiness. We find her good-natured, sensible, responsible, so we hope that she can influence Rick. Ada's blonde, 
blue-eyed beauty captures the hearts of more than Rick. Ada does charitable works and she sobs over the misfortunes of the poor , 

compliant and obedient to her guardian ( to a point) and is an ever faithful friend to Esther Summerson. She gives everything she has 
to save the man she loves, but cannot save him from himself.  

 

 
 

Lateral Braid-repeat as above 
Mr. Gridley's Fields (Heel) 

Poor Mr. Gridley is involved in a suit in Chancery (his case is based on a real case, according to Dickens'). He repeatedly seeks to get 
the Lord Chancellor's attention in order to find out WHEN his case will be heard. In his frustration Mr. Gridley threatens Mr. 

Tulkinghorn and a warrant is issued for his arrest.  His health broken by his Chancery ordeal. 
 All Mr. Gridley wants is to get back to his farm and get his fields plowed. Neat little furrows waiting for this year's crops. 

 

NOTES: Heel is worked over 28 [32, 36] stitches. 
Row 1 (WS): Sl1, p 27 [31, 35] 
Row 2 (RS): Sl1 [slip 1, k1] repeat across ending with k2. 
Row 3 (WS): Sl1, p 27 [31, 35] 
Row 4 (RS): Sl1 [slip 1, k1] repeat across ending with k2. 
Row 5 (WS): Sl1, p 27 [31, 35] 

Row 6 and 13- highlighted stitch. 

include last stitch of previous 

round in the k3tog. 



Row 6 (RS): [slip 1, k1] repeat across. 
Row 7 (WS): Sl1, p 27 [31, 35] 
Row 8 (RS): [slip 1, k1] repeat across. 
Repeat [rows 1-8] 3 [4, 5] times total, 24 [32, 40] rows total. End having completed a RS row. 

HEEL turn 
Row 1 (WS): Slip 1, p15 [17, 19], p2tog, p1, turn. 
Row 2 (RS): Slip 1, k5, ssk, k1, turn. 
Row 3: Slip 1, p6, p2tog, p1, turn. 
Row 4: Slip 1, k7, ssk, k1, turn. 
Row 5: Slip 1, p8, p2tog, p1, turn. 
Continue working in this manner, working 1 more stitch before the decrease on each successive row until all stitches 
have been worked. End having completed a WS row, turn. Heel stitches remaining 16 [18, 24] stitches. 
 

Esther Summerson 
Esther Summerson is or heroine and at some times our narrator. Esther was raised by Miss Barbary, who causes Esther to feel  a 

sense of worthlessness out of her loathing for the child and the situation. When Miss Barbary dies, a Chancery lawyer takes Esther's 
to London on the behalf of his client, John Jarndyce. Jarndyce becomes Esther's guardian, and moves in with him at Bleak House, 

along with, Richard Carstone and Ada Clare.  Esther is to be Ada's companion and friend. 
 

 
 

GUSSET 
Pick up and knit 12 [16, 20] stitches along the side of the heel flap for right gusset. Work across instep stitches, Small 
and Medium only-k1,pm, following first row of Esther Summerson Lace chart (below) for appropriate size, pm, Small-
k1.Work lace 6 stitch repeat between markers. Medium- Increase 1 stitch from the ditch between heel and instep. This 
stitch will be added to the instep stitches. Large-work lace across instep stitches without adding stitches or boarders. 
Pick up and knit 12 [16, 20] stitches along the side of the heel flap for left gusset. Knit to end of sole stitches. instep 
stitches 26, 32, 36 total. 

DECREASES 
Round 1 Instep stitches: Work following chart. Sole stitches: Knit. 
Round 2 Instep stitches: Work following Esther Summerson Lace  chart. Sole stitches: k1, ssk, knit to 3 stitches before 
end of heel stitches, k2tog, k1. 
Repeat rounds 1 and 2 until you have 28 [32, 36] sole stitches 54 [64 (72) stitches]. 
 
 

FOOT 



Work Esther Summerson Lace  on Instep stitches and stockinette stitch on Sole stitches until sock measures 2.5[3,3]” 
less than desired Finished length. For wearing these socks in shoes, beading stops at round 6 of foot chart. You can 
continue the beading if you choose. 
Lateral braid- repeat as above, across instep stitches  ONLY.  

Jarndyce Band 
What a twisted web this case is. One patriarch leaves so many unclear, badly drafted wills that none of the professionals know 

where things will end up. Mr. John Jarndyce after seeing the grief this has wrought upon generations of his family, tries to set things 
right. He is well meaning but does not always have the best lines of communication. 

 

Small  
 

Medium  
 

Large  
 

Lateral braid- repeat as above, across instep stitches  ONLY. 
 

Skimpole TOE 
In the ways of the world he is "A child, a mere child". He is all too clever, although Skimpole tries to beg innocence he is a slattern 

out for his own comfort. Skimpole's debts keep him dodging a Coavinses bailiff and sponging off of all his acquaintances.  
Let us not discuss him anymore and just end the sock. 

 

Knit to last 3 stitches of sole stitches, k2tog, k1, Instep: k1, ssk, knit across stitches until last 3 stitches of instep stitches, 
k2tog, k1 Sole: k1, ssk knit across stitches until end of round. 
Work one plain row, one decrease row until 20 [20, 20] stitches remain (10 [10, 10] instep stitches, 10 sole stitches). 
Decrease 1 more stitch. Kitchener toe closed. Weave in ends. Block lightly. 

 
 
 
 
You have purchased the right to print and use this pattern only for your own personal non-commercial use. Without the express permission of 
Heatherly Walker, YarnYenta you may not distribute or sell electronic or paper copies of this pattern, or any items produced using the directions in 
this pattern. If you know someone who would like a copy of this pattern, please direct them to YarnYenta.com. All other questions and inquiries 
can be made to yarnyenta@yahoo.com. 
 



 
 

 


